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To be in the garden during last 
month’s gorgeous blue skies was 
bliss, though it came at the price 
of isolation and sadness for many. 
As someone who rarely has time to 
go out into the garden every day, it 
has been a new experience to watch 
the seasons unfold. First it was the 
snowdrops and crocus that expand 
every year under our maple tree; then 
it was the turn of the daffodils and 
tulips which beautifully combine in 
our spring meadow. And now it’s the 
bluebells, rippling purple in the wind in 
our wood and at the top of the garden.

The native bluebell, Hycacinthoides 
non-scripta are also called wood 
bells, fairy flowers and wild hyacinth, 
occurring in ancient woodland in April 
and May. Millions of bulbs can exist in 
just one wood, making it such a joy to 
walk....continued on page 5. Photo by 
Sean McGee on Unsplash.

GARDENING TALKS

What is the name of the new housing development 
Bellway Homes is currently building in Thirsk? 

A) Racecourse Gardens         B) Furlong Park   
C) Dettori’s Grange 

Competition

Answer: ..........................................................................................

Your Name: ....................................................................................

DAYTIME telephone number: ........................................................

Address: .........................................................................................

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Open to all ages. Closing date is Monday 11th May at 5pm.  Usual 
T&C apply. A picture of the winner will be published in  The Easingwold 
Advertiser and Thirsk Weekly News. Failure to comply will result in a  
re-draw.  There is no cash alternative offered. Easingwold Advertiser 
and Thirsk Weekly News, Market Place,  Easingwold, York YO61 3AB  
or enter by email:  claire@ghsmith.com

WIN FREE GOLF WITH BELLWAY HOMES AND 
THIRSK & NORTHALLERTON GOLF CLUB

The Yorkshire division of Bellway Homes has teamed up with Thirsk & 
Northallerton Golf Club to give away a year’s associate membership at 
the club (worth £290), plus £100 to spend at the club’s Professional Shop.
To be in with a chance of winning, answer the question below!

When complete, Bellway’s Furlong 
Park will comprise 112 two, three 
and four bedroom homes, including 
bungalows – a mix the company 
says means the development has 
something for everyone; from 
first time buyers to downsizers; 
growing families to those living 
alone. 

For more information visit www.bellway.co.uk or call 01845 408691.

NORTH YORKSHIRE

CUNDALL MANOR

enquiries@yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk  

07789 637945

Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com
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Drugs Raid in 
Husthwaite

North Yorkshire Police responded to 
a report of suspicious circumstances 
at an address in Husthwaite at around 
11pm on Monday 27 April. 

 Two Leeds men, aged 27 and 
38, were arrested on suspicion of 
manufacturing a controlled drug and 
have been released on conditional bail 
while enquiries continue.

Astronomy in May 2020
Monthly notes on Astronomy and 

Space Exploration by Martin Whillock 
FRAS.

Here is a wonderful high definition 
image. Take your time looking at its 
centre, it has psychedelic qualities.

This is M13: The Great Globular 
Cluster in Hercules. 

Image Credit & Copyright: Eric Coles 
and Mel Helm  Posted on the internet 
by Astronomy Picture of the Day 
(APOD) q.v.

 In 1716, English astronomer 
Edmond Halley noted, "This is but a 
little Patch, but it shews itself to the 
naked Eye, when the Sky is serene 
and the Moon absent." Of course, 
M13 is now less modestly recognized 
as the Great Globular Cluster in 
Hercules, one of the brightest globular 
star clusters in the northern sky. 
Sharp BIG telescopic views like this 
one reveal the spectacular cluster's 
about 300,000 stars. At a distance of 
25,000 light-years, the cluster stars 
crowd into a region 150 light-years 
in diameter. Approaching the cluster 
core upwards of 100 stars could be 
contained in a cube just 3 light-years 
across. For comparison, the closest 
star to the Sun is over 4 light-years 
away. The red stars are ‘cool’ and the 
blue stars are ‘hot’.  Planets around 
stars in the centre of the Cluster would 
be lit by their own ‘sun’ and other 
stars ‘nearby’, and so would never 
have night-time. A distant ‘normal’ 
galaxy is visible in the top left.

KEY WORKERS TESTED IN NORTHALLERTON
Hundreds of key workers have been 

tested for coronavirus this week – at a 
mobile facility in Northallerton.

The MOD, Department of Health and 
Social Care (DHSC) and North Yorkshire 
County Council (NYCC) worked with 
Hambleton District Council to use land 
behind the authority’s Civic Centre.   
The mobile – military run – testing 
centre saw hundreds of people come 
through during its three day visit.

It is the first testing site in the 
Hambleton district – others have been 
set up across North Yorkshire as part 
of the fight against the pandemic.

“Hambleton District Council has 
supported the MOD, NYCC and 
DHSC in facilitating this unit at the 

civic centre - providing space for 
the testing to be safely carried out,” 
said Council Leader, Councillor Mark 
Robson, who is currently working from 
the Civic Centre.

“As a result of this partnership work, 
hundreds of key workers and people 
prioritized for testing have been tested 
over the three days in Northallerton 
which we hope contributes to the 
national fight against COVID-19.  We 
will continue to offer support when 
and where required in the future.”

Cllr Robson is pictured at the 
Northallerton centre with Sgt Major 
Lynden Robinson, 4th Batallion, The 
Yorkshire Regiment.

TAKE PART IN THE 2.6 
CHALLENGE  

AND HELP FUNDRAISE 
FOR THE NHS

Hambleton residents are being 
urged to take part in a new fundraising 
campaign to help save the UK's 
charities.

The 2.6 Challenge has been 
developed by organizers of the 
biggest mass-participation sports 
events across the country, including 
the London Marathon and parkruns. 
They have come together to raise vital 
funds for various UK charities. 

Hambleton District Council’s four 
leisure centres at Bedale, Northallerton, 
Stokesley and Thirsk & Sowerby are 
calling on their customers to join the 
Zest team and take part in any activity, 

Deer collision warning to people  
making essential journeys

Police are urging motorists making 
essential journeys to take extra care 
on North Yorkshire’s roads.

The warning comes after a number 
of collisions overnight that sadly 
resulted in the deaths of wild animals.

At 6.35am Saturday 25th April, a 
member of the public rang police 
reporting a young deer in the middle 
of Seamer Road, Scarborough, which 
had been hit by a car.

At 7am, North Yorkshire Police 
officers on patrol came across a badly 
injured deer at the side of the road on 
the A19 south of Thirsk.

And a short time later, at 7.10am, 
colleagues from the Highways Agency 
reported a deer had just been hit by 
a vehicle on the A1(M) near junction 
51, Leeming Bar. Officers attended to 
assist, and a rolling road-block had to 
be put in place.

Very sadly, in all three cases, the 
animals’ injuries were not survivable.

A spokesperson for North Yorkshire 
Police said today: “It’s possible that, 
with quieter traffic due the coronavirus 
restrictions, wildlife is less likely to 
avoid roads. So we’re asking people 
to take extra care on their essential 
journeys – always expect the 
unexpected, especially at night and on 
roads through rural areas.

“In particular, when you see deer 
warning signs or are travelling through 
a wooded area, check your speed, 
stay alert, and be prepared to stop. If 
your headlights are on, use full-beams 
when you can, but dip them if you do 
see a deer, as they may ‘freeze’. More 
deer may follow the first one you see, 
so keep vigilant.

“These incidents also highlight the 
risk of making unnecessary journeys 
– you could be involved in a collision, 
even through no fault of your own, 
which puts a strain on emergency 
service resources that could be 
focused on fighting COVID-19.”

The highest-risk times for deer 
collisions are from sunset to midnight, 

and the hours shortly before and 
after sunrise. According to Highways 
England, collisions also tend to peak 
around May as deer search for new 
territories.

The spokesperson added: “If you 
see an injured deer on the roadside, 
pull over at the next safe place, and 
call the police on 101, or 999 if the 
situation means lives could be at risk. 
We will deal with road safety issues 
and officers will be able to determine 
the best course of action for the 
animal if it is still alive.”

If you hit a deer while driving, your 
priorities, in this order, are:

• Keep yourself and anyone with you 
as safe as you can

• Park your car in the safest place 
with hazard lights on

• Call an ambulance if human 
injuries warrant it

• Call the police, giving as precise a 
location as you can

Don’t approach live deer – they may 
hurt you, or run across traffic causing 
another collision.

based around the numbers 2.6 or 26 
– it can be completed individually or 
done as a family and can be anything 
from running 2.6 miles to holding an 
online workout with 26 of your friends.

The challenges must be completed 
between Sunday 26 April (when the 
40th London Marathon would have 
taken place) and Sunday 3 May.

"We are calling all home heroes to 
get involved. From 2.6 to 26 – it’s 
your choice and your challenge, all 
for a great cause,” said Councillor 
Mrs Bridget Fortune, portfolio holder 
for Leisure. 

“Whether you are  running around 
the garden for 2.6 miles, doing 26 
press-ups with the dog on your back 
or jumping on the trampoline for 26 
minutes with your children, we want 
to help raise as much money as 
possible for NHS Charities Together – 
supporting NHS Staff and Volunteers 
caring for COVID-19 patients. Come on 
Hambleton let’s see what we can do.” 

Videos and photos of staff and 
customers will be shared on the leisure 
centre’s Facebook pages including the 
hashtag #twopointsixchallenge

Further information regarding the 
2.6 Challenge can be found at: https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/
events/twopointsix/ 

Upon completion of a challenge 
participating staff, customers, family 
and friends can make donations at  
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
Zesthambleton
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MP a ‘doughty 
champion’ of business, 

says Chancellor
Chancellor, Rishi Sunak MP, paid 

tribute to Thirsk and Malton MP, 
Kevin Hollinrake, for his role in 
removing some of the obstacles that 
prevent businesses from accessing 
Coronavirus Business Interruption 
Loans quickly. The Chancellor 
announced new measures to make 
it easier for firms to access loans 
by removing the need for a forward-
looking viability test or future business 
plan on a loan application following 
discussions with Mr Hollinrake. 
The North Yorkshire MP, himself a 
businessman, has made the case 
repeatedly that the loan scheme to 
help businesses had been too complex 
and too slow for those that need 
immediate access to cash to survive. 
Speaking in the House of Commons 
Mr Sunak described the MP as a 
‘doughty champion’ of all those who 
want access to loans. The Chancellor 
said that, as a result of Mr Hollinrake’s 
recommendations, the Treasury team 
had been working with banks over 
the past week to make changes to the 
Coronavirus Interruption Loan scheme 
(CIBILS) which will make it easier for 
firms to get their money within 24 
hours.

The Chancellor also announced a 
new Bounce Back loan scheme, which 
starts next week, would mean micro 
businesses can access a maximum 
of £50,000 or 25% of turnover with 
the Government paying the interest 
for the first 12 months. In response 
to Mr Hollinrake’s point that the 
loans should not have complicated 
conditions attached which slow down 
the process of approval, the Chancellor 
reassured him that “The banks would 
not require the provision of forward 
looking information or business plans 
which will be a comfort to business“ 
whilst the banks will not take the risk 
as the loans are being underwritten 
by the Government. He went on to 
congratulate the MP for making these 
proposals “so forcibly and effectively 
over the past week or so”.

Mr Hollinrake thanked the 

Chancellor for the excellent work 
he has done to support businesses 
and said “I am delighted that Mr 
Sunak has responded so swiftly to 
the concerns of businesses. I have 
spoken to a great number of business 
people over the past few weeks who 
have been both worried and frustrated 
by the length of time and complexity 
involved in accessing loans and this 
new scheme will save many from 
going under before they are able to 
access the cash. This follows on from 
other improvements the Chancellor 
made recently to the Coronavirus 
Business Loans Interruption Scheme 
after banks were required to remove 
the requirement for a personal 
guarantee on loans up to £250k and 

arrange CBILS loans as the default 
option rather than trying to arrange a 
standard commercial loan. As a result 
of these changes, business now have 
easy access to loans ranging from £2k 
to £5m for all those affected by the 
virus outbreak”.

Businesses should approach their 
own bank in the first instance for 
access to these loans of one of 
the growing number of lenders 
authorised to distribute them. A full 
list of these can be found here https://
www.british-business-bank.co.uk/
ourpartners/coronavirus-business-
interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/
current-accredited-lenders-and-
partners/

Warnings ignored as police issue over 60 fines 
last weekend for unnecessary journeys

Despite numerous warnings to day-
trippers to not visit North Yorkshire 
last weekend, police have confirmed 
that they have issued 61 fines last 
weekend to people who were not 
following government guidance and 
were making unnecessary journeys.

31 fines were issued on Saturday to 
people visiting from West Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, Cumbria and as far away 
as Kent. 17 fines were issued in 
Malham alone – with 13 being written 
in an hour, as day-trippers thronged to 
the North Yorkshire village.

A further 30 fines were issued on 
Sunday, with officers issuing six fines 
in Brotherton to people gathering to 
go off-road biking. Other unnecessary 
journeys included a man travelling 
from Yarm to Wakefield to pick up 
paint and two men travelling to 
Bradford to view a car.

Speaking about this weekend’s 
enforcement Assistant Chief Constable 
Mike Walker said:

“Up until this weekend, the vast 
majority of both residents and 
visitors to North Yorkshire have acted 
responsibly and in accordance to 
government guidance and abided by 
the rules around only travelling for 
essential reasons.

“However, we are definitely starting 
to see a turning of the tide in some 
areas, with some blatantly ignoring 
the reason why we have been in a 
lockdown situation for the past five 
weeks and making a decision to no 
longer stay home and save lives.

“When it comes down to it, that’s 
what we are trying to do here – save 
lives. We are trying to stop the spread 
of a deadly virus which has, as this 
time, claimed the lives of over 20,000 
people in this country and thousands 
more worldwide. The police have their 
role to play in protecting both the 
public of North Yorkshire from the 
spread of COVID-19 and our valuable 
health service and we remain fully 
committed to continuing this task.

“However, we need the support of 
the public and for some to realize 
and understand why they are being 
asked to continue to abide by the 
stay home rules. This virus is not yet 
beaten, the threat of a second peak 
of infection is very real, as we have 
heard from the Prime Minister himself 
this morning. That’s why we must 
keep on going – to protect our love 
ones; our children, partners, parents, 
grandparents, brothers and sisters.

“As I have previously mentioned, 
this is not about finding loopholes in 
the guidance to justify having a day 
out. This is about keeping your elderly, 
vulnerable grandmother safe, your 
asthmatic child safe or your diabetic 
father safe. So please think about 
why it’s important to you personally 
to stop the spread of this virus. Think 
about the personal reason, or the 
family member you are staying home 
for and if you can’t do it for the health 
and safety of the nation, please do it 
for them.”

CLA welcomes extension of  
farm support claim deadline

The CLA has welcomed the Rural 
Payment Agency’s announcement of 
extending the deadline in submitting 
claims for the Basic Payment Scheme 
(BPS) and Countryside Stewardship 
(CS), Environmental Stewardship 
(ES) and woodland legacy revenue 
payments.

The extension was made in light 
of the disruption caused by the 
coronavirus outbreak. Farmers and 
land managers will now have until 
15 June to submit their applications 
without penalty. This will give farmers 
and their agents an extra month 
to submit applications and claims, 
helping them to avoid penalties for late 
applications. 

CLA Director North Dorothy 
Fairburn said: “The CLA welcomes 
this extension particularly due to the 
current pandemic, and because the 
original deadline coincided with a very 
busy time in the farming season. The 
extension acts as a safety blanket for 

farmers unable to contact their agents 
or access the RPA’s advisers.”

“Despite the extended deadline, 
we would still encourage farmers to 
submit their claims electronically by 
the original deadline of 15 May as it 
would assist the RPA in making their 
payments by the end of this year.”

Applications for new CS Higher 
Tier and Mid Tier agreements are 
still being accepted ahead of their 
respective deadlines of 1 May and 31 
July 2020.

All applicants can check and update 
personal and business information 
and apply or claim through the Rural 
Payments Service, where farmers and 
their agents can also view and transfer 
their entitlements and land parcels.

The CLA has published a dedicated 
advisory and information page 
(regularly updated) on the coronavirus 
– which can be accessed here: www.
cla.org.uk/coronavirus

LET US TO BILL'S YARD
It's rather dubious that a pawnbroker 

by the name of William (Bill) Kew ever 
existed. If he did it would seem rather 
tedious for him to remove the three 
balls from the sign denoting his trade 
in order to play a forerunner of billiards 
in his yard (Bill's yard) and using an 
implement which was a homophone 
of his name (cue). The most likely part 
of the tale is that he had a lookout for 
the approach of his wife. They exist to 
this day although the cry of 'mark her' 
(marker) has long been superseded 
by the more modern 'he's not been in 
all night'. It is, however, true that the 
words 'let us to billiards' appeared in 
Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra.

I prefer the more unlikely origin of the 
game of billiards which attracted huge 
audiences long before the introduction 
of snooker, but which is played now by 
a relatively small band of enthusiasts. 
The truth is that the proficiency of 
the leading billiards players killed the 
game of billiards as a spectator sport. 
Professional players learned skilful 
repetitious sequences of play which 
led to huge breaks (Walter Lindrum 
made a break of 4,137) an amazing 
achievement, but one unlikely to pack 
the next event.

The game is still played to a very 

high standard today and each player 
will tell you what a beautiful game it is.

Billiards still thrives in the 
Ryedale League, but the 30 minute 
duration of games has restricted the 
achievements of breaks approaching 
those of Lindrum whose breaks were 
made over days rather than minutes. 
In truth breaks over 100 points are 
rare but well received and the system 
of personal handicaps levels the 
standards between players.

In our current troubled times access 
to billiards tables in clubs is limited 
although the tables are approximately 
2 metres (6' 6") wide and top referees 
do wear gloves. Why not resolve to try 
the game when prevailing conditions 
again allow access to tables. Any 
player in the Ryedale league will direct 
you to an enthusiast who will get you 
started. You'll develop skills that you 
never dreamed possible and age is 
no barrier.

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Chapel Street, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AF.        
T: 01347 666505

•  Private Chapels of Rest
•  
•   24 hour help and advice service,  

365 days a year
•    

and run - Independent

•  Payment plans available

 

Easingwold Chapel available for services

DONATION HELPS 
VOLUNTEER GROUP TO 
‘SCRUB’ UP NICELY!

A COMMUNITY fund set up to support 
local projects is helping a group of 
North Yorkshire volunteers making 
scrubs for NHS staff in Yorkshire 
during the Covid-19 crisis.

Residents on Broadacres Housing 
Association’s Community Development 
Fund Panel have approved a grant of 
£500 to North Yorkshire Scrubs.

The money is already being used 
to buy fabric to make scrubs for NHS 
staff working at the Friarage Hospital 
in Northallerton.

North Yorkshire Scrubs Coordinator 
Sarah Pym said: “North Yorkshire 
Scrubs, which is part of the Yorkshire 
Scrubs – for Love of Scrubs group, 
was set up on the 9th April to provide 
scrubs for NHS staff working in the 
front-line of the Covid-19 crisis within 
Yorkshire. The phone call I received 
from the Friarage (FHN) asking for 
help started it all off. 

“Through this kind donation from 
Broadacres, along with donations from 
other organizations and individuals, 
we have managed to raise £6,500 
in just over two weeks, which is 
amazing.

“This has enabled us to buy the 
fabric needed to make 300 lightweight 
scrubs for staff at the FHN to wear 
under their PPE, and we’re now also 
busy making more for Harrogate 
District Hospital (HDH) and other NHS 
facilities in both this area and in other 
parts of Yorkshire.”

Sarah says there are now around 
200 volunteers in the North Yorkshire 
Scrubs group, including people who 
are sewing/making the scrubs and 
delivery drivers. The volunteers come 

from far and wide, from Easingwold to 
Boroughbridge, out towards Malton, 
and up to Richmond, with collection/
drop off points in Bedale, Masham, 
Ripon, Northallerton and Thirsk.

She adds: “We are absolutely 
delighted with the support we have 
received from local organizations and 
members of the public, either through 
their financial donations and/or by 
utilizing their skills and time.

"As well as scrubs, we’re also 
making hats, and have paused the 
laundry bag making due to the success 
of our initial bag appeal.  We observe 
all the government guidelines and 
strict social distancing at all times. 

“I have likened our sewing machines 
to being like the little ships of Dunkirk. 
It’s an extraordinary situation but 
it’s bringing people together as part 
an amazing effort to help our NHS 
heroes.”

Broadacres’ resident Rosemary 
Colebrook, who is on the Community 
Development Fund Panel, said: “When 
we heard about this amazing project, 
we couldn’t agree funding fast enough 
and we’re delighted the money is 
already being put to such great use.

“It’s a perfect example of why the 
Community Development Fund is so 
important.”

Anyone who would like to 
support North Yorkshire Scrubs, 
either by making a donation or 
volunteering, can do so by joining 
their Facebook Group, which can be 
found at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/223835788885831/ or by 
searching ‘North Yorkshire Scrubs’ 
on Facebook.

Pictured: Nhung Nguyen from HaNoi 
Boutique in Ripon making scrubs as 
part of the massive volunteer effort 
currently underway.
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MY MOLES & ME
by Gillian Robson

Be skin savvy during lockdown & 
know your own skin.

Its melanoma month & we are in 
lockdown so it’s the perfect time to 
get to know your skin. If you have any 
concerns at all about anything that 
does not look quite right on your skin, 
then here is my story & my guide as to 
what to do during lockdown.

My story
My first mole appeared on the back 

of my left leg at the base of my 
thigh – I first noticed a slight mark 
& within days it had got darker & 
within ten days it became irregular & 
even darker. My gut instinct kicked 
in. I knew it didn’t look right so I took 
myself off to the GP who immediately 
fast tracked me. Within a few days I 
was in hospital, had it checked by a 
dermatologist & it was removed there 
& then!
We are SO LUCKY to have such an 

amazing NHS system
I got my results within about 10 

days. A day I will never forget as I 
walked in to see the consultant only to 
be faced with a MacMillan nurse when 
they told me the devastating news. 
None of us want to hear the word 
‘Cancer’ but yes it was an aggressive 
form of Malignant melanoma (Skin 
cancer) I had to have more surgery to 
remove more skin, this was the most 
horrendous & terrifying time.

Having to wait for the results to see 
if it had gone any deeper than 6mm 
below the surface as this would go 
into my bones & blood stream.

It is so frightening to think if this 
happens, it spreads rapidly & in most 
cases can be fatal. Thankfully mine 
was contained in that area & had 
not spread, what a relief that was! 
However, 2 months later when I 
started with back pain the rollercoaster 
started again. They rushed me in to 
have some bone scans & blood tests 
as they were worried it had escaped 
them – the NHS are incredible – I 
was fast tracked to have all the tests, 
then a wait for 2 weeks for the results 
seemed like forever, & my life was 
on hold! I was determined to remain 
positive & that this wasn’t going 
to take me away from my family. 
Something that I learnt from my aunty 
who died when I was 12, she taught 
me lots of values in life but most of 
all to keep smiling & stay positive. 
Something she did so well during her 

last few months of her life as she hid 
her pain from me & that has given me 
strength to get through anything. The 
next two weeks were all a bit of a blur 
really, but the call came to say I was 
all clear of any signs that the cancer 
had spread.

My new life began – I was determined 
to make others understand why it is so 
important to wear sun protection. I 
felt guilty that I had used sunbeds, 
sun bathed with little sun cream on 
– something that so many of us did 
as we didn’t know the reality behind 
the harmful UV rays that the sun did 
to our skin & how bad sunbeds really 
are. Now I was paying the price for 
it all as I now live with skin cancer. I 
have had 14 lesions removed over the 
years; BCC’s, SCC’s all caught in time 
as I now know what I’m looking for.

KNOW YOUR OWN SKIN
Knowing your own skin & any 

changes is so important. My number 
one tip would be to photograph all 
your skin areas. Take them in good 
lighting & get your partner to take 
photos of your back & back of the legs 
– these are the most common areas to 
get issues as they are the places we 
miss when applying sun protection.

If there are certain moles or skin 
issues that your gut feeling makes you 
feel uneasy then pay more attention 
to them. Watch those closely every 
day & take photos (make sure they 

are taken in the same lighting as 
previous ones & the same angle). 
Measure the diameter over a few days 
if they change then get them checked 
out – at the moment due to COVID 
none of us want to have face to face 
appointments – so give your GP a call, 
explain exactly how its changed & that 
you have photos. Offer to send them 
over via email so they can send them 
direct to the dermatology department 
& they can look at them more closely 
– if there are any concerns then they 
will tell you the next steps.

Early detection in any cancer is 
key & skin cancer can affect all 

skin types
Skin cancer is predicted to be the 

most common cancer by 2024, 86% is 
preventable if we wear sun protection. 
Our skin is the largest organ in our 
body so we must look after it. If there 
was a cream that we could apply 
to prevent breast cancer would you 
wear it?

It is estimated to cost the NHS £180 
million this year so let us start saving 
them money & looking after our skin.

Here are a few guides so you know 
what to look for:

I also have some more information I 
can share with you from MelanomaMe 
a charity in the North East that support 
patients and families experiencing 
skin cancer. Kerry the founder has 
also had skin cancer so knows only 
too well how important it is to talk & 
share your experiences.

Do contact me if you would like their 
booklet.

Tancream was founded when 
Gillian was first diagnosed with 
skin cancer 7 years ago. She had 
her lightbulb moment of an ‘all in 
one product’ that would give sun 
protection along with a natural 
gradual self tan – that could be 
used as a daily moisturizer to be 
able to look healthy & stay healthy 
– the combination had never been 
done before.

She teamed up with her friend 
Katy & they worked alongside the 
top UK sun care experts for over 
3 years to develop the ‘holy grail’ 
of the skin care industry.

This is one of mine I had removed from my face in August 2019

REMINDER MAY DAY BIN COLLECTIONS EARLIER THAN NORMAL
Hambleton residents are being 

reminded that all bin collections will 
be earlier than normal due this year’s 
May Day bank holiday on Friday 8 
May.

Collections due on Monday 4 
May will be two days earlier with 
collections taking place  on Saturday 
2 May whilst collections due to take 
place on Tuesday 5 May to Friday 8 
May will be one day earlier meaning 
there will be no collections on the 
bank holiday (Friday 8 May).

The bank holiday has been moved 
from Monday 4 May to coincide with 
Victory in Europe Day (VE Day) which 
marks the 75th anniversary of the 
formal end of World War II.

This bank holiday has only been 
moved once before in 1995 to mark 
the 50th anniversary of VE Day.

Despite the COVID 19 crews are 
still working hard to try to maintain 
all kerbside collections of Recycling, 
Garden and General Household Waste, 
limited staff numbers have affected 
the following services;

• Bulky household waste collections 
have been suspended

• Mechanical sweeping of roads 
has been reduced

• Crews are unable to return for 
bins once the lorry has passed the 
property

Garden waste collections will only be 
collected from subscribing properties. 

Each bin must display its own valid 
licence – bins that do not display 
the new green sticker will not be 
emptied. The annual subscription 
charge is £40 per licence, which is 
valid from Monday 30 March 2020 to 
Friday 26 March 2021. There are no 
exemptions, concessions or discounts 
for joining at a later date. Licences are 
not transferrable or refundable and are 
only valid for the property for which 
they were purchased. Please allow ten 
working days for the licence to arrive.

For further information on COVID 19, 
bin collection dates and to purchase 
your garden waste licence check out 
the HDC website.

Joined up approach needed to protect  
future of oilseed rape in Britain

The NFU is seeking urgent 
discussions with Defra about the 
future of oilseed rape (OSR) in Britain. 
OSR is a key ingredient for many 
products, from rapeseed oil and 
margarines to mayonnaise to salad 
dressings, making it a valuable crop 
for Britain.

It is also an important break crop 
in the UK’s arable rotation with many 
benefits including helping to increase 
organic matter in soils, alongside 
providing a key source of sustenance 
for pollinators. However, the ban of 
neonicotinoids has meant growers 
can no longer control cabbage stem 
flea beetle populations, which are 
decimating the OSR crop across the 
country.

The NFU is calling for Defra to 
work with industry on the urgent 
development of an effective alternative 
to neonics and to provide support for 
OSR growers until this is achieved.

NFU combinable crops board 
chairman Matt Culley said: “The 
country is going through an incredibly 
turbulent time at the moment and 
British farmers are doing all they can 
to get on with the day job and keeping 
shelves and fridges full.

“But I’m hearing from oilseed rape 
growers across the country that the 

risk of losing the crop is becoming too 
great, and many plan to stop planting 
it at all.

“Without government support, we 
could see domestic production dry up 
which would leave us with no choice 
but to import these products from 
other countries – countries which may 
still be using the very neonics which 
are banned here.

“A more joined up approach from 
Defra and the farming industry is 
needed if we are to find a way to 
protect the future of OSR, and more 
specifically, to protect it from cabbage 
stem flea beetle.

“In his first address as Prime 
Minister, Boris Johnson highlighted 
that the government would support 
and encourage the development of 
new plant breeding techniques, which 
would be a significant step forward 
for farmers in building resilience into 
their crops.

“Farmers need to know that short 
term financial support will be available 
to mitigate the risks of growing OSR, 
but it is absolutely crucial that a 
long term, sustainable solution is 
found as quickly as possible and the 
government needs to put as much 
resource as can be spared into finding 
it.”

Lead agencies stand united to  
remember key workers

North Yorkshire County Council 
representatives along with key 
emergency responders, public health 
and military planners joined the 
national minute’s silence 28 April to 
remember key workers who have lost 
their lives to Covid-19.

They gathered, safely heeding social 
distancing guidelines, at the multi-
agency coordination centre recently 
established at the County Council 
offices in Northallerton.

On behalf of the North Yorkshire 
Local Resilience Forum (NYLRF), 
the centre coordinates the area’s 
response to the Covid-19 outbreak.

Richard Flinton, chair of the 
NYLRF, who was joined outside 
the centre by Unison trade union 
representative Wendy Nichols, as 
well as representatives of partner 
organisations, said: “The silence was 
a simple show of respect for those 
who have paid the highest price. Their 
loved ones should know the levels of 
gratitude we feel, as a nation, and I 
hope take some comfort from that.”

Pictured: Representatives of the 
agencies that form the multi-agency 
coordination centre in Northallerton 
stand in silence.

MPs urged to put pressure on government to 
support British dairy industry

A huge groundswell of support for 
the iconic British dairy industry sector 
has seen more than 2,230 letters 
written to nearly 400 MPs, as part of 
an NFU campaign, calling for urgent 
help to save a sector hit severely by 
the Coronavirus pandemic.

The almost complete closure of food 
service and hospitality outlets has 
meant the loss of market for around 
eight million litres of milk per week. 
Already, a quarter of all dairy farmers 
in England and Wales have been hit 
financially as a result.   

MPs are being asked to call on 
government to intervene and address 
the unfolding crisis and protect dairy 
farming businesses from irreversible 
damage.

NFU dairy board chairman Michael 
Oakes said: “This is a totally 
unprecedented and extremely fast-
moving situation. I’m speaking 
to dairy farmers every day who’ve 
hit rock bottom, many significantly 
impacted by the huge disturbances in 
the market and now facing deferred 
payments, uncollected milk and 
changes to contracts.

“It’s not just cash flow that’s 
affected. We have also seen a raft of 
price cuts to dairy farmers on the back 
of the market disturbances. Some 

farmgate prices are now estimated to 
be in the region of 17-22ppl, which is 
clearly unsustainable when their cost 
of production will be well in excess 
of that.

“Defra and government have to 
grasp the seriousness of the situation. 
That’s why we are encouraging dairy 
farmers and the public to write and 
engage with their local MPs to ensure 
they are aware of the issues and the 
actions needed to avoid irreparable 
damage to the dairy supply chain.

“Unprecedented times mean we 
need unprecedented measures to 
ensure the long-term sustainability 
of the iconic British dairy sector - the 
backbone of rural life. Hardworking 
dairy farmers and cows producing 
nutritious, delicious products for the 
nation, need our help now.”

NFU and dairy industry proposals to 
government include:

• A targeted grant scheme for 
affected farmers that is similar to the 
Retail and Hospitality Grant Scheme.

• Engagement with the EU 
Commission to introduce market 
support measures, such as Private 
Storage Aid.

• A novel cow furloughing scheme 
run by government to help reduce 
production on a voluntary basis.
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To be in the garden during last 
month’s gorgeous blue skies was 
bliss, though it came at the price 
of isolation and sadness for many. 
As someone who rarely has time to 
go out into the garden every day, it 
has been a new experience to watch 
the seasons unfold. First it was the 
snowdrops and crocus that expand 
every year under our maple tree; then 
it was the turn of the daffodils and 
tulips which beautifully combine in 
our spring meadow. And now it’s the 
bluebells, rippling purple in the wind in 
our wood and at the top of the garden.

The native bluebell, Hycacinthoides 
non-scripta are also called wood 
bells, fairy flowers and wild hyacinth, 
occurring in ancient woodland in April 

and May. Millions of bulbs can exist in 
just one wood, making it such a joy to 
walk through the forest floor. Native 
bluebells have been protected in the 
UK under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act in 1981, so no picking!

There is another bluebell, however, 
which was introduced into the UK by 
the Victorians, wanting to embellish 
their own gardens: Hyacinthoides 
hispanica, the Spanish bluebell, 
which has escaped over the garden 
wall and into the wilderness beyond. 
Oops. For many years there has been 
consternation over the mixing of these 

two bluebells, fear that the Spanish 
bluebell is more vigorous than our 
native one, putting it under threat. This 
is a sobering view, given that 50% of 
the world’s population of bluebells 
exist in British woodlands. However, 
new studies show that in fact, the 
Spanish variety has lower fertility 
and is unlikely to wipe out our own 
species, according to genetic tests. 
In the study the two bluebells were 
planted side by side, with the result 
that the native bluebell set more seed 
and proved more fertile. Its higher 
fertility and greater numbers in the 
wild therefore leave it much more 
resilient than previously thought.

So, how can you tell them apart? 

Native bluebells have distinctly 
drooping stems (above), are sweetly 

scented and have narrow leaves, 
whilst the Spanish ones are upright, 
with flowers all round the stem; they 
have no scent and produce a mass of 
wider leaves. The next time you walk 
abroad in carpets of bluebells, admire 
their shifting purple blue colour, their 
shimmer, their heavenly scent, and 
not least, their durability. 

GARDENING 

TALKS

Contact Rosie Allisstone
dreamgardens.org.uk

rosie@dreamgardens.org.uk
0781 3355489 - 01439 788146

Easingwold Planning 
Applications

20/00705/FUL Proposed single 
storey rear extension to dwelling 
house. 3 Showfield Drive, Easingwold 
YO61 3GD.

20/00731/FUL Application for new 
openings to property (windows and 
doors) construction of a porch & 
internal and landscaping works. Old 
Vicarage Market Place Easingwold.

North Yorkshire 
businesses still to 
claim government 

support grants
Thousands of businesses across 

North Yorkshire are now in receipt of 
grant funding, as councils across the 
region work hard to process millions 
of pounds worth of business support 
grants - but many eligible businesses 
are yet to claim theirs. 

In March, the Government 
announced a package of support 
to help businesses through the 
Coronavirus crisis, including Small 
Business Grant Scheme funding and 
Business Support Grants for Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure. 

Through the funding schemes, 
businesses in receipt of small 
business rate relief, rural rate relief 
and expanded retail discount can 
claim £10,000 or £25,000, depending 
on their rateable value, in grant 
funding to support them during the 
lockdown period.

Eligible businesses have been 
contacted by their local district or 
borough council in North Yorkshire 
and asked to provide confirmation of 
payment details.  Although thousands 
of those businesses have provided 
details and are in receipt of their 
government funding, some businesses 
are yet to apply for their grant.  These 
businesses need to get in touch with 
their local council as soon as possible.

David Kerfoot MBE DL, chair of 
the York & North Yorkshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership, said: “It’s 
a challenging time for our North 
Yorkshire businesses, and these 
grants are making a difference for so 
many.  It’s important for businesses to 
access all the help that’s available, so 
I’d encourage any eligible businesses 
who hasn’t yet done so to get in touch 
with their district or borough council 
as soon as possible, so they can 
process their grant payment.” 

Mr Kerfoot also added: “Whilst this 
is vital help, we also recognize there 
are many businesses not supported 
by these grants and we are continually 
lobbying Government for more 
support. 

“Despite these troubling times, it’s 
fantastic to see lots of businesses in 
our region innovating what they’re 
doing.  We’ve seen some amazing 
examples of our local businesses 
adapting and diversifying however 
they can, not just to stay in business, 
but to support and help local 
communities.  Even in tough times, 
our businesses continue to make us 
proud and demonstrate why North 
Yorkshire is such a special place to 
live, work and visit.”

District and Borough Councils are 
responsible for administering the 
grant funding packages within their 
areas.  Businesses yet to claim their 
grant are urged to visit their local 
council website as soon as possible.

Have your say
NHS Vale of York Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG) in 
collaboration with City of York Council 
and North Yorkshire County Council 
is asking residents across the Vale 
of York to complete a short survey 
on how the Coronavirus (Covid-19) 
restrictions have affected their health 
and wellbeing.

The survey is for any residents 
within the Vale of York CCG area, 
which includes the city of York, 
Selby, Hambleton, Pocklington and 
outlying areas. The CCG is particularly 
interested in reaching those who 
might be most vulnerable to the 
effects of the current crisis: those 
with health conditions or disabilities, 
carers, people who are visually 
impaired or have hearing loss, people 
who feel socially isolated or have 
cognitive impairment/dementia, and 
people with mental health problems.

Dr Andrew Lee, the CCG’s Executive 
Director for Primary Care and 
Population Health said: “We would like 
to find out how the restrictions to stop 
the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
are affecting people’s everyday lives, 
including their mental and physical 
wellbeing. For example this might be 

in the way they get medical help or are 
able to carry out everyday activities for 
themselves or for someone they are 
caring for.

“Feedback from patients and the 
public during such a challenging time 
is really important to us and will help 
develop the appropriate support and 
services.” 

The survey should take about 5 
minutes to complete and can 
be accessed here: https://bit.ly/
Covidpublicsurvey  - and closes on 
Monday 4 May 2020 at 12pm

Results will be shared with the 
council, NHS services, and voluntary 
sectors in the area so that they can 
hear the voice of local people.

North Yorkshire warns of hit to Covid-19 services 
by reduced funding share

North Yorkshire has today warned 
that its ability to deliver social care 
and other essential services to meet 
the challenges of the Covid-19 crisis 
has been severely hampered by the 
fact that its share of a national funding 
pot is only half of the additional cash it 
is having to spend.

Although the Government’s 
announcement of an additional 
£1.6bn fund for councils nationally 
to meet the extra costs of tackling 
Covd-19 was welcomed by the County 
Council, North Yorkshire’s share of the 
cash has been reduced compared to 
previous allocations. Despite the fact 
the County Council is spending an 
additional £65m to tackle Covid-19, 
it has only been allocated £26m of 
Government funding.

County Council leader Cllr Carl Les 
said: “There is clearly a need for 
further funding or there will inevitably 
be an impact upon the crucial services 
we provide and to the wider economy 
including our supply chain. We will 
simply not be able to provide the levels 
of local support we believe need to 
be in place in response to a global 
pandemic.”

In England’s shire counties which 
operate two-tier government, district 
councils have received 35% of the 
new resources, while representing 
10% of service expenditure.  While 
this funding for districts is welcome 
as many say they are in severe danger 
of running out of money due to the 
pandemic, the County Council believes 
this should not be at the expense of 
county authorities which run social 
care and are providing vital support 
to the NHS.

Cllr Les added: “I am pleased for 
our district council colleagues that 
they have secured some valuable 
additional funding but I am extremely 
disappointed that this has been at the 
expense of the County Council. We 
provide the essential care services 
that are helping to protect the NHS 

along with our partners in the care 
market and this will undoubtedly 
restrict our ability to do what we think 
are the right things.

“I fear some county councils will 
find themselves in very difficult 
circumstances as they will not be able 
to bridge this gap. North Yorkshire 
County Council has managed its 
finances well by tackling its savings 
early and decisively so we will be 
able to weather this storm, but we will 
inevitably now have to revisit some of 
our plans for investment in the future 
as the impact is so great and there will 
be little room for flexibility.”

North Yorkshire has worked rapidly to 
transform services to meet the crisis, 
setting up emergency school hubs 
for the children of critical workers, 
supporting the NHS and care providers 
to cope with their increased costs, 
sourcing additional PPE, coordinating 
an army of volunteers and creating a 
new way of working for frontline social 
care teams. 

Even before this crisis North 
Yorkshire, as England’s largest 
county desperately needed clarity 
around long-term funding solutions, 
particularly for adult social care and 
special educational needs, in the face 
of unrelenting demand.

North Yorkshire’s financial planning 
has been dependent on nearly £62 
million of temporary funding after the 
Council lost around £136 million in 
direct grants from government since 
2011 when austerity began. 

Together with the overall savings 
North Yorkshire has had to deliver 
and the rise in demand the council’s 
spending power has been reduced by 
40 per cent. 

Cllr Les said: “We were already 
operating with reduced spending 
power so there is no doubt that we 
like many other councils need the right 
level of support from Government for 
the crucial role we play and to see this 
crisis through.”

The Virus
Why don't you downsize and buy a flat

For older people to live in you see
No garden to do - new friends to make

And you'll see so much more of the family too
So I bought a flat and I made a friend

And we walked and lunch most every day
We bussed to Thirsk
We bussed to York

And enjoyed all we did in every way

Then it happened this deadly bug
Not anything could we do

Not allowed to shop
Or go on a bus

Nor see the family too
Each day gets worse
People feel so alone

They can't talk to neighbours or friends
We can't use a computer

We're out of our depth
And the longs days seem never to end

But our NHS Doctors and Nurses
Run their lives every day with no fuss

The porters & cleaners all helping
To do their best for all or us

Scientist search for a cure for all
Everyone helps where they can

Isn't it strange home horror like this

Brings out the best in man
Keep your chins up my friends

You know what they say
The best is yet to be

Lets hope there's a miracle found out there
That we're privileged to live to see

B. Tildesley
Best wishes to you all!

Tel: 01347 821329 
Fax: 01347 822576

Email: 
sales@thirskweeklynews.com

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT

1347 821329
01347 822576

£12.00£12 00

in this space 
from as little as



TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK

Five arrests after 
110mph police pursuit 

in North Yorkshire
Five men have been arrested after a 

dramatic police pursuit on the A1(M) 
through North Yorkshire.

On Monday 27 April 2020, police 
were made aware of a suspected 
stolen BMW 3 Series car, in convoy 
with another BMW 3 Series car, 
travelling through North Yorkshire.

Officers spotted the suspected stolen 
car travelling south on the A1(M) at 
about 10.50pm. It did not stop for 
police, and made off at high speed. 
Specially-trained officers pursued it, 
deploying a stinger device, and it 
was eventually brought to a stop near 
Dishforth Village. Two police cars were 
damaged during the pursuit, which 
reached speeds of up to 110mph.

Three people in the car were arrested 
at about 11pm: the 19-year-old driver, 
a 20-year-old man and a 16-year-
old boy. They were all arrested on 
suspicion of theft of a motor vehicle 
and possession of a knife. The 
20-year-old man was also arrested on 
suspicion of possession of cannabis. 
The 19-year-old driver was further 
arrested on suspicion of dangerous 

driving, failing to stop, drink driving 
and possession of cannabis.

A few minutes later, another BMW, 
suspected of involvement with the 
first, was sighted by North Yorkshire 
Police officers on the A1(M). It was 
stopped near Wetherby without 
incident.

The two men inside, aged 26 and 
20, were arrested on suspicion of 
conspiracy to steal a motor vehicle.

The men have been released under 
investigation, while enquiries into the 
incident continue.
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the 1 km walk

Tucker Talks 744 (digital)
Business

There are 140 or more businesses 
within a few minutes’ walk of the 
town centre, but most have put up the 
“closed until further notice “ sign. The 
impact of the emergency has been 
threefold. Some shops are working 
even faster than normal, supplying 
household  essentials. They have to 
organize extra staff and queueing in 
order to keep us all a safe distance 
apart, and to protect their own 
workers, without whom the shops 
could not operate. They cannot know 
which of us, if any, is a host to 
the invisible virus. Some shops have 
simply closed down, while others have 
re-imagined their business model, 
typically turning to online ordering 
and home deliveries, even possibly a 
different kind of business, or providing 
services by phone or Zoom. I am now 
a Zoomer (?) having navigated my way 
into this new system and successfully 
had a meeting or two. It requires a 
certain discipline, sitting still, looking 
attentive and not interrupting whoever 
is speaking. My cat has also made an 

appearance, something that happens 
with working in the dining room. Zoom 
meetings are a wonderful way of 
seeing a little of other people’s homes, 
or, if they have the laptop too low in 
front of them, their ceilings.

Using nothing more modern than the 
phone I spoke to Guy Baragwanath, 
the chair of the Thirsk and District 
Business Association. For his 
members the big problem is not 
knowing what will happen next and 
when. They cannot plan when they 
do not know what to plan for, in 
particular a date for some relaxation 
in the present restrictions. We are, 
he explained, a retailer-based town, 
somewhere where people enjoy the 
society of shopping and having a 
coffee. A quick look on the Tourist 
Information webcam shows how 
deserted the centre now is, with a 
few folk wandering about between 
the small number of shops still trading 
there. 

The government has stepped 
in to support retailers and other 

businesses, with grants and loans, 
and for many a business rates holiday, 
but even so some will not re-open or 
will open in a smaller way than before 
the crisis struck. Those entrepreneurs 
who have only recently started up are 
particularly vulnerable.  A question 
must also hang over how many banks 
will still be here in the next few 
years as the need for bank branches 
dwindles in the face of online banking 
and the progressive decline of the use 
of cash. 

Guy was very appreciative of the 
way that Hambleton District Council 
has handled giving out the grants. 
The local councils have been the 
agents for allocating and distributing 
the central government money. “They 
have been absolutely fantastic,” he 
told me, quicker off the mark than 
other local authorities with whom he 
has been dealing. “It is a lifeline for 
many, enabling them to pay salaries 
for March.” 

I turned to District Council leader 
Mark Robson, who confirmed that 
Hambleton had aimed to get the 
money out as quickly as possible. 
“We expected about 2,800 businesses 
across Hambleton to be eligible for 
government support,” he said. The 
Council has made payments on about 
2,100 applications, totalling just short 
of £24 million. He reminded me that 
Hambleton’s mission statement is “a 
place to grow” – “and I want these 
businesses to be there when this is 
over.”

For businesses that have suspended 
trading it is an opportunity to think 
through how they want to trade in 
future, to update the website and 
do those jobs that have been put 
off till tomorrow. A few businesses 
are opening up after the break - I 
am reminded of the children’s game: 
ready or not , here I come!

One business that has re-opened, 
with limited hours, is Land and Sea 
fish and chip shop in Sowerby, and 
they have something to celebrate: 
their trade magazine, the appropriately 
titled Fry Magazine, has picked them 
as one of the top 50 in the country in 
the takeaway class, and very proud 
they are too!

Ironically, while the Council is 
distributing financial support to local 
businesses, it is suffering a major drop 
in its own income. Parking charges 
are suspended and the leisure centres 
closed. It is estimated that if the four 
leisure centres remain closed for 4 
months the Council will lose £1 million. 
Even with central compensation the 
Council’s reserves will inevitably drop.

Meanwhile, after a pause because 
of the emergency, work has restarted 
on improvements to Zetland Street in 
Northallerton as part of the Treadmills 
redevelopment of the old Young 
Offender Institute site. The work 
involves widening the footways and 
narrowing the carriageway to single 
vehicle width, with loading, taxi and 
parking bays. The footpaths will be 
paved in York stone and trees will be 
planted on the northern side of the 
footpath. Improvements are also being 
made to two ginnels, New Row and 
Central Arcade to make them more 
inviting.

Birds
Are they getting bolder during the 

lockdown, or are we just noticing 
them more? I mentioned last week 
the two fat pigeons who waddle down 
the garden as if they own it and 
are inspecting the estate. A number 
of people have remarked that local 
wildlife seems more prominent. I have 
heard that a goose has laid an egg in 
a flowerbed at York railway station. 
I can only report on finding a frog 
in a watering can – I had emptied 

the water over my plants during 
this dry period and there was still 
something inside the can, so thinking 
it was probably something inanimate 
I upturned the can and plop out fell a 
frog. It may well have felt aggrieved at 
being put out onto the ground in this 
way, but it said nothing. I took it to the 
garden water feature and left it there. 
I have learned that to avoid frogs and 
the like getting into cans and not being 
able to escape, I should leave the can 
on its side unless it is full of water. 

Sowerby Sports Village
Taking a walk or a jog or a bike 

ride now features in our lives as 
“exercise”, which is very important as 
other forms of activity are restricted, 
and with that in mind the District 
Council has opened the pathway at 
the Sports Village site in Sowerby, 
a 1 km route winding round what 
will become playing fields,. There are 
actually three entwined paths, one for 
walkers and runners, one for cyclists 
and one for those with mountain bikes 
but no access to mountains. I took 
the walking option and found myself 
among family groups, with lots of very 
small children on very small bikes and 
all sporting their cycle helmets. With 
so little traffic on the roads, this is a 
good time to be teaching children to 
ride. One lady who told me she was 
on her second visit and pointed out 
that the path is even marked out in 
100m (109yds) lengths for those for 
whom it matters. For the duration of 
the present emergency dog walkers 
are allowed on, but that won’t be the 
norm in future. 

And finally
I have finally got round to painting 

the skirting boards and door frames 
in my kitchen; something that has 
been on the to-do list for about fifteen 
years.

homeworking

Land and 
Sea land an 

award
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
EASINGWOLD AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of those pictured 
would be appreciated. 

These will be printed when space allows, 
and returned after publication.
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5 Marathon Days
Tim O'Hanlon from Thirsk last 

week completed 5 marathons in 5 
days to raise money for the NHS, 
what an incredible feat of endurance 
and stamina. We salute you and 
very well done for completing such 
a monumental task most people 
could not even contemplate let alone 
complete. Below is a selection of Tim’s 
Facebook posts and photos (including 
some from his family, friends and 
supporters, at the bottom is a link if 
anyone would like to donate.

Tim O'Hanlon: In light of what’s 
going on in the world at the minute 
and having a lot of spare time on my 
hands I've decided to set myself a 
little challenge of running 5 marathons 
in 5days beginning Monday 20th 
April and finishing Friday 25th. All 
marathons will be run locally, 
responsibly, solo and unsupported! I 
just see it as a fantastic way to support 
the NHS and all involved with tackling 
this virus. I know money is probably 
a bit shy at the moment for everyone 
but any amount is sure to help. Want 
to join me in supporting a good cause? 
I'm raising money for NHS Charities 
Together and your contribution will 
make an impact, whether you donate 
£5 or £500. Every little bit helps. 
Thank you for your support.

Made it!

Bit overwhelmed at the minute 
guys, I'm not really sure what to say 
other than thank you to everyone who 
has made this week so much easier 
with the incredible support! Yeah, I'm 
physically broken, every step today 
was like torture, cannot describe, the 

mental game was the most intense 
thing I've ever been through but 
the goal was to raise money for the 
fantastic NHS, and we are smashing 
it together!

I'm incredibly proud of everyone that 
has got us this far and I hope it’s been 
a bit of a shining light in this situation 
that we are all in together!

Craziest week of my life-no doubt!
I owe a massive thank you to the 

people that have been close to me 
this week and looked after my every 
need, I've been a bit of a diva too, you 
all know who you are and we'll share 
a drink or two soon...I'm sure.

Keep the money coming in if you 
can folks, the page is open for a little 
while still.

From the bottom of my heart, love 
you all.

Timmy...
5 days, 221km/137miles, 

3,827m/12,555ft elevation climbed,
34hrs 27mins!
Worth every bit of the pain for the 

amount we've raised so far!
Keep it coming in if you can folks.

(£11,000 so far).
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

donate/779139765954305/
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Managing your money in difficult times
The word ‘unprecedented’ has 

become a common term used by 
politicians and other commentators 
over the last few years to describe a 
range of events that have occurred. 
The Covid-19 pandemic and the 
challenges this is creating for our 
daily lives, is certainly one we will all 
remember.

The definition of ‘unprecedented’ 
in the Cambridge Dictionary is ‘never 
having happened or existed in the 
past’. Although new occurrences 
can be described in this way, what 
we have seen over the years are a 
series of ‘unprecedented’ events; the 
frequency and severity of which we 
have not been able to predetermine 
and the impact they have on our lives 
varying greatly.

With the current Covid-19 
pandemic, reference has been made 
to the 2002–2004 SARS outbreak 
where over 8,000 people from 29 
different countries and territories were 
infected and the Ebola virus which 
was the cause of the 2013–2016 
epidemic in western Africa, which 
resulted in at least 28,646 suspected 
cases. Although different in scale and 
severity, the lessons we have learnt 
from these outbreaks will certainly 
have helped inform how we fight and 
react to the current pandemic.

Over the years, we can also plot a 
series of ‘unprecedented’ events that 
have impacted the global economy 
and stock market  performance, 
Covid-19 being the most recent 
example where major stock markets 
around the world fell between 25%-
35% in a matter of weeks in March.

The speed of the decline from some 
all-time highs reached in February 
of this year being described as 
‘unprecedented’. Since March, we 
have also seen a strong rebound with 
many markets rising between 20%-
30% since March 23 lows. 

Other notable examples of 
stock market falls being the great 
depression in 2029; Black Monday 
1987, Technology Crash 2001, Credit 
Crisis 2008. 

What we have experienced after 
all these events are stock markets 
continuing to achieve new highs.   

Although no one can predict the 
future direction of stock market 
performance and continued volatility 
is likely to be with us for some time, 
the old adage of ‘time in the market’ 
not ‘timing the market’ still holds true. 

Although no guarantee of the future, 
history has shown that investors who 
have remained invested in the market 
at times of ‘unprecedented’ events 
have been rewarded in the longer 
term. Keep calm and carry on being 
another adage to remember in these 
difficult times. 

We would like to wish everyone the 
very best and remind our existing 
clients that we are still available to 
assist with any questions you may 
have at this time. 

We are also able to provide new 
clients with a no obligation initial 
consultation by phone or video 
conference. If you are considering 
professional financial advice to help 
with your future plans, please see 
contact details in our separate advert.

Mowatt Financial Planning

 
 

Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.
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TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

Load sizes from  
1 ton to 10 tonnes  
& Prices Start at  

£25 per ton

M. Fairweather 
Groundworks 
07974 435353

MARK 
FAIRWEATHER

 GROUNDWORKS LTD
Driveways Concreting

Paths & Patios 
Garden Alterations

Drainage Foundations
Demolition 

7.5 Ton - 360˚ Digger / 1.6 Ton - Mini 
360˚ Digger

7 Ton - 180˚ Digger 
Dumpers from 1 Ton to 4 Ton 

½ Ton Single Drum Vibrating Roller
3 Ton Twin Drum Vibrating Roller

All commercial, Agricultural & Domestic 

Clive House, Brafferton, 
Helperby. York 

YO61 2PQ 
MOB: 07974435353
TEL: 01423 360418

Company Reg: 7039826

YORKSHIRE CHEESEMAKER FIGHTS FOR SHEEP MILK FARMERS
A local cheesemaker has fast tracked 

the launch of its new format feta-style 
cheese in a bid to help support its 
struggling sheep milk farmers affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.  Thirsk 
based, Shepherds Purse is set to 
launch its new format product, called 
“Fettle”, in 150g square blocks next 
week to coincide with the British 
Cheese Weekender;  the first-of-its-
kind collaborative project designed to 
showcase some of the country’s top 
cheeses with a series of free virtual 
events.

At the start of the coronavirus health 
crisis, family-run Shepherds Purse was 
in touch with its sheep milk farmers 
who were in a distressed state. Sheep 
milk has been disproportionately 
affected by the closure of foodservice 
and restaurants, resulting in sheep 
milk farmers losing 20 out of their 22 
processors over the course of a few 
days.  To offer a lifeline to the sheep 
milk farmers, Shepherds Purse has 
taken the risk of increasing its weekly 
milk order by 75% to help with the 
deficit and made the decision to bring 
forward the launch of its new format 
Fettle cheese as a result.

Caroline Bell, MD of Shepherds 
Purse said:  “From the beginning 
of the crisis, we have been acutely 
aware of our place in the food chain 
and our responsibility to support our 
suppliers and our customers as much 
as possible.   We rely on them and 
they rely on us.  Every change in 
the supply chain and every gap has 
significant knock-on effects. We’re 
working hard for our cow’s milk and 
water buffalo milk suppliers too, but 
with this project we are working hard 

to counter the market distress for our 
sheep milk farmers, and we will need 
the support of retailers, and ultimately 
customers, to ensure its success.”

Fettle is Yorkshire’s version of feta, 
a Mediterranean salad style cheese 
handmade with whole ewes’ milk to 
give a piquant, lemony flavour and 
slightly crumbly texture.  Ideal to try 
during the British Cheese Weekender, 
an initiative led by the Specialist 
Cheesemakers Association (SCA), the 
Academy of Cheese and the Guild 
of Fine Food to raise awareness of 
the crisis and help shoppers connect 
with local cheesemakers and indie 
retailers.

Caroline Bell continued “It has taken 
a tremendous amount of work from 
our small team and our key partners 
to get this reformatted product ready 
for market so quickly. From making 
the extra cheese to designing and 
printing the labels and the outer case 
packaging, and extra design work for 
the campaign, it’s been incredible,  I 

couldn’t be more proud of our team 
and our partners.

“It’s been essential that we have 
invested in and continue to support 
our sheep milk farmers so that they 
can survive this crisis by making 
this amazing Fettle cheese, and now 
we really need our retailers’ and 
customers’ support to achieve that 
final step - to get it onto customers’ 
plates. The extent to which we can 
continue to buy extra milk from the 
farmers to help to ensure their survival 
through this crisis, will depend on 
how much of this new Fettle, and our 
other cheeses, customers can buy 
and enjoy.”

Simon Stott of Sheep Milk UK said: 
“Any help we can get at the moment 
is vital and this new Fettle product is a 
big lifeline for us. Some of our farmers 
have already had to dry off due to the 
massive drop in demand, so the future 
of the British Sheep milk industry is 
still far from secure.”

Thirsk and Sowwerby Harriers
April is a quiet month for races, but 

one which could be relied on, up to 
now, was the London Marathon.  This 
year's event has  for the moment been 
postponed and it remains to be seen 
whether it will take place.  Thirsk 
and Sowerby Harriers have competed 
in this event over the years and in 
1988, David Catford, Mervyn Burn 
and Norman Smith - loved founder of 
the club in 1977, and now deceased, 
were the club's entrants.  In 1995, 
Merv Burn did the race in 2.43, Rob 
Burn in 2.53, and Pat Kirby 3.47, all 
raising money for charities, as has 
always been the case.  2003 saw Alan 
Harman, Nigel Morgan, Pam Sherlock 
and Marian Codling on the finish line, 
Marian running under the WI banner 
on this occasion.  In 2004, Ian Codling 
decided it was his turn, and finished 
along with Ernie Huck and 4 others, 
5 members, including Ian and Marian 
Codling in 2007, and 2009 saw Phillip 
Craig, Jill Knight and Ernie Huck on 
the start line.

Fell races continue throughout the 
year, and include Guisborough Moors, 
Clay Bank East, Eskdale Eureka, and 
Fox and Hounds, to name but a few.  
In 1994, Charles Stead, always an 
outstanding runner for the club, was 
in the lead by about 3 minutes in the 
Guisborough Moors Fell Race when 
he took a wrong turn, easily done 
in a fell race with no marshals and 
always having to be on the lookout for 
small pieces of tape, and ended up 
eventually in 52nd place!  Fell Races 
have been discontinued for the time 
being, and runners are invited to send 
what would have been their entry fee 
to charities.

Hartlepool Marina 5 can mostly 
be relied on in April, and in recent 
years, has featured in the Club 
Championship.  It's a popular race, out 
and back along the front at Hartlepool, 
and in the early days was stated 
by a blast from the cannon on the 
quayside!  In 2015, Cameron Choules, 
Stephan Tomaszewski and Ken Wood 
were high up in the finishing order.  
The Mermaid 10k is also a regular, if 
Easter is in April.  It always takes place 
on Good Friday, and is another fast, 
flat, coastal race at Redcar.

Richard and Angela Hall were other 
competitive runners and finished high 
up, along with Stephan Tomaszewski, 
and Dusan Svoboda in the Ackworth 
Half Marathon in 2006, another club 
championship race that year.

Meanwood Valley Trail Race was 
always a regular, and if you can get 
up early enough to get to Dewsbury 
for a 9.30am start, you can still do 
the Dewsbury 10k.  It's a fast out and 
back course, and one in which Gary 
Dunn always did well.  

In 2009, Pete Wilkin, Stewart 
Mechie, Noel Clough Gavin Coventry 

and Alan Wikeley headed to the Lake 
District for the 12 mile Anniversary 
Waltz Fell Race, and the Lake District 
is the regular venue for a Harriers 
social weekend.

Members are always in contact and 
trying to keep fit and active, and next 
weekend sees the first of the races in 
a virtual club championship, 5 miles 
in total, out and back from your home!

Pictured: Jack Fisher, in happier 
times, just before the big shut down, 
nearing the finish of Thirsk 10.

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during working hours 
using the normal telephone numbers: 01347 

822875 or 01347 822598 for the Car Scheme or 
by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you are willing to volunteer or need help.

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your 
ongoing support.

Suppliers of: 
 Heating Oil 

 AGA Additives 

 Boiler Additives 

Run Out of Fuel! 
Don’t Worry 

20 Litre Drums of Heating Oil 
Available to Collect  

HG5 0RB 

01423 396789 
www.yorkshireoils.co.uk 

andrew@yorkshireoils.co.uk 

CLA urges public to 
act responsibly in 

countryside
 The CLA is calling on the public 

to enjoy the countryside responsibly 
when exercising during Covid-19.

 Many people have been making 
the most of the public rights of way 
network since the pandemic started, 
going on their daily exercise in rural 
areas.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 
said: “It’s important to remember 
that the countryside is a working 
environment, with farmers producing 
the country’s food.”

“At this time of year farmers are 
turning their livestock out and working 
with large machinery in farmyards 
and fields. We urge members of the 
public to be vigilant and aware in 
the vicinity of both, when taking their 
daily exercise. For those walking with 
young children, please ensure they are 
kept close to you.”

 “Please be aware of the risk of your 
dog near livestock. Please stick to 
public rights of way, take your litter 
home, close gates and don’t block 
entrances or gateways.”

The Countryside Code applies to all 
parts of the countryside in England 
and Wales. It aims to help everyone 
respect, protect and enjoy the 
outdoors.


